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It’s amazing what a little snooze can do.
snooze.com.au

Snooze Geelong. 196 LaTrobe Tce, Geelong West Ph 5222 2881
Snooze Waurn Ponds. Waurn Ponds Homemaker Ctr, Colac Rd Ph 5241 8733

HELPS TAKE 
THE GUESSWORK 
OUT OF BUYING 
A BED

15% OFF 
REGULAR PRICES
 OR 5% OFF DISCOUNTED PRICES

The bedMATCH™ system at Snooze helps take the guesswork out of buying a bed. 
In about 5 minutes, the system takes a number of measurements that helps identify 
a range of beds, from top name brands such as Sealy and Sleepmaker, Slumberland 
and My Side, that may better suit your individual sleep needs.

SHOW YOUR 
RACV MEMBERSHIP 

CARD AND SAVE

bedMATCHTM is supplied exclusively to Snooze by Kingsdown Australia PTY Ltd, a fully owned subsidiary of Kingsdown Inc. Auto Club 15% discount is a saving off regular prices only. **An extra 5% discount 
may be applied to discounted items when you Show Your Auto Club card at the point of purchase. SapientNitro FSNO 295

taking place every year since 1855. This 
year will mark the show’s 157th year and, 
with it, generations of support and historical 
significance. 

On 24 February 1855, the Geelong 
and Western District Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society was formed. The 
very first Show was held in October of the 
same year, known then as The Geelong 

Geelong’s favourite show is set  

to bring a slice of country life to this year’s 

event, writes Sharon Green.

Buckle your bootstraps, fasten your 
saddle, and get the family ready 
because the Show is coming to 

town. The annual Royal Geelong Show is 
set to invigorate country life in October with 
its biggest agricultural theme yet.

Held at the Geelong Showgrounds, on 
a 35 acre site off Breakwater Road, the 
venue is home to the largest four-day Royal 
Show in regional Victoria.

The Royal Geelong Show has been + continued 
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Agricultural and Horticultural Exhibition.
Settlers and farmers from the 

surrounding countryside came to the 
event to compete in agricultural activities 
and entertainment came in the form of a 
brass band and judging of the inaugural 
competitions.

The Show is not-for-profit and relies on 
the support of its dedicated volunteers. 
About 280 volunteers work throughout the 
year in various sections and committees, 
while 1,000 volunteers work across the 
event days to ensure the Show’s success.

Executive Officer of the Royal Geelong 
Agricultural and Pastoral Society, Jacqui 
Patmore, says the society feels incredibly 
proud that the Show has been running for 
157 years. “There’s such a history behind 
the show. A lot of our volunteers participate 
in the Show because their ancestors have 
played a part in it. Their families have taken 
an interest in it for generations and, for 
some of them, it’s become a family tradition 
to be involved in the Show every year.” 

Patmore adds that the tradition of 
volunteering has had a huge influence 
on the Show and has fostered active 

community participation. “I think it is worth 
highlighting how valuable the volunteer base 
is otherwise the Show wouldn’t exist without 
them.”

With more than 100,000 visitors 
attending the Royal Geelong Show each 
year, Patmore says it is a noteworthy 
community event. “Quite a lot of people 
are passionate about it to ensure the 
Show keeps going and to showcase the 
agricultural side of the area”. 

This year the Show intends to bring 
more of that agricultural spirit to the event, 
with an emphasis on farming, animals, 
and family-orientated activities that will 
encourage visitors to get involved.

“Kids can come in and milk a cow, for 
example, and through that gives them a 
sense of how things were done. We want to 
bring that strong agricultural flavour to the 
show,” says Patmore.

As such, the Show will give preference 
to traditional activities which will appeal to 
all demographics. From sheep shearing to 
pig races, bull riding, horse jumping and 

The Show will give preference 
to traditional activities which will 
appeal to all demographics.  
From sheep shearing to pig races, 
bull riding, horse jumping and the 
popular wood chopping.

This year the Show intends to 
bring more of that agricultural spirit 
to the event, with an emphasis 
on farming, animals, and family-
orientated activities that will 
encourage visitors to get involved.

+ ON WITH THE SHOW
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L i f e s t y l e  L i v i n g

You’ll find something unique at Baatique.
Baatique lifestyle living brings you their latest collection of in-house designs. Every design has been 
carefully hand crafted with character that will bring a smile on your face. In-house designs at Baatique, 
now that’s unique! 183 Moorabool Street Geelong. For more information call (03) 5229 6886.

Looking for the perfect piece  
for your home? 

 www.baatique.com.au
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the popular wood chopping, the Show 
will infuse as much of agricultural life as 
possible. “We really want to get back 
to basics. The farming side of things is 
dying off, unfortunately, and we’re trying 
to promote that this is still a healthy, active 
lifestyle. We don’t want to be another 
show that is just about shiny rides and 
showbags,” says Patmore.

But for those who do enjoy the 
entertainment side of things, there will be 
plenty on offer. The Show will celebrate 
with a fireworks display on the Friday and 
Saturday evenings and will have an array 
of musical performances as well as the 
popular Toyota Hilux Heroes event. 

Geelong resident Allyse Benci has 
worked at past Shows as a member of 
The Party Girl, a local kid’s entertainment 
business, where she did face painting 
and balloon sculpting. She says the Show 
provides a positive opportunity for the local 
economy by generating work for small 
businesses and by bringing the community 
together on a social level.

If locals are looking for an exciting activity 
to get involved in this spring, Benci says 

the Show is a good opportunity to enjoy 
the outdoors and a friendly atmosphere. 
“When I worked at the Show a lot of the 
local schools got involved. They had cake 
competitions and competitions for primary 
school kids where they could enter art 
works and such. It’s a great way for the kids 
to participate and allows them to have a bit 
of fun.”

Patmore says the Show plays an 
important role in bringing the locals together 
like no other event does and helps to 
create a sense of community. “Families 
get together and make a day of it. And 
you have people visiting from all over the 
area… some competitors come from as far 
as Tasmania.” 

“It really is a community based event… 
and we encourage families and visitors to 
come along, have a fun day out and enjoy 
that true Australian country spirit.”

+ details

2012 Royal Geelong Show 
October 18-21 
Geelong Showgrounds,  
79 Breakwater Road, East Geelong

Cost 
$20 Adult; $15 Concession; 
$12 Student (8-15years); $50 Family; 
Free admission for children 7 years and 
under

Gates open 9.30am 

Online www.royalgeelongshow.com.au 

+ ON WITH THE SHOW


