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Be part of it! 

This year we’re holding our open day early. Save the date June 26, mark it on your calendar or add it to 
your organizer. Whatever you do, don’t miss your chance to find out what we can offer you and your future.

See back page of this guide for more details.
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Camberwell High School year 12 student Oliver Wadelton says doing a VCE subject in year 10 has helped ease the
pressure on him this year. PICTURE: MEREDITH O�SHEA

Studying a VCE subject as early
as year 10 allows students the
chance to get a head start

on the most important year of their
schooling. But are there any pitfalls to
this approach and what is the impact of
spreading the VCE out over additional
years? And why is it that students are
increasingly choosing this as an option?

Figures from the Victorian Curriculum
and Assessment Authority show that
1525 year 10 students enrolled in a
VCE subject last year. Over the past
six years, these figures have shown an
increasing trend suggesting that year 10
enrolments in VCE units are becoming
more popular.

VCAA spokesperson Justin Shortal
says the VCE is a fl exible certifi cate that
allows many year 10 students to begin
their VCE before year 11. �This means
that many year 10 students can study
VCE subjects based on their interests
and abilities and begin shaping a career
pathway.�

Director of teaching and learning
at Melbourne Grammar School, Chris
Bradtke, says one of the benefi ts of
undertaking a VCE subject early is that it
generates an ATAR sooner and also gives
students the opportunity to interact with
mixed classes and work at VCE level.
�Equally important is the experience it
gives them of the system � experience
in sitting ongoing assessments, writing
SACs and becoming familiar with the
assessment system.� But students must
be mindful and ask themselves whether
they can manage it, says Mr Bradtke. �If
taking a subject ahead of your year level,
you must consider that you are compet-
ing against students more mature and
experienced than yourself. A level of
maturity is required.�

Tessa Russell is a year 10 student
at Essendon Keilor College and she is
studying VCE business management.
To do the subject, she attends one extra
class each week on top of her normal
school schedule. �I�m learning more
about business and have developed
an appreciation for the subject.� Tessa
originally chose the subject because it
was something that interested her. �My
dad runs a business and I wanted to
find out how businesses run, what dif-
ferent types of businesses are out there
and what they do.� Tessa says while the
subject is challenging, she�s found it
easier to focus, learning in an environ-
ment where her fellow classmates
take the subject seriously. �Taking on
an extra subject, you have to be more
responsible and teachers are counting
on you to turn up to class.�

Hoppers Crossing Secondary College

Why consider doing VCE
subjects in year 10, asks
Sharon Green.

year 10 student Brooke Gathercole has
always done well at English. She says
it was �an obvious choice� for her to
enrol in VCE literature this year. �I really
like English and I wanted to challenge
myself and set myself a goal.� While
Brooke is undertaking the subject
to help boost her ATAR, she says the
main reason for electing VCE literature
is because she hopes to become an
author and plans to do further study in
literature at university. However, Brooke
has found the subject quite challeng-
ing, noting that she started off learning
content that she considered �very
unfamiliar territory�. But she adds that
�asking lots of questions early on� and
making the most of her teacher�s guid-
ance has been helpful.

Tatiana Hrcan, another year 10
student at the school, started VCE
geography this year because she has
always been fascinated with travelling
and looking at maps. Tatiana says while
she hasn�t felt extra pressure undertak-
ing the subject, the year has been very
busy as she devotes extra hours of
study to her VCE units. �If you don�t get
the work done then it�s your responsibil-
ity to fi nish it.�

Camberwell High School year 12
student Oliver Wadelton remembers en-
rolling in VCE physical education when
he was in year 10. He achieved a study
score of 50 for the subject and says
because he did so well, it will eliminate
the pressure on him as he completes
his fi nal year.

While he initially found the experience
daunting, Oliver says he adjusted to the
VCE learning style with ease. �I didn�t
really find it hard, I just found it different.
You just have to work at a faster rate.
You always have to be in front of where
the class is otherwise you�ll just get
lost. You have to put in the hard work by
yourself.�

Oliver says the biggest advantage to
doing a VCE subject early on is that he
got the chance to experience the nature
of what VCE study involves and knew
what to expect by the time year 12 came
around. �I think it sets you up very well
for year 12 � you know what�s coming in
the next one or two years of your school-
ing life and can be prepared for it.�

Oliver says the experience taught him
how to manage his time more effectively,
while also learning the art of prioritising
and juggling other commitments. �I did
keep up with other things in life and kept
a balance between it all, such as doing
sport and having a social life.�

Reflecting on his experience, Oliver
says he would recommend that all stu-
dents make a head start on their VCE.
�It taught me to set goals that I can work
towards. And because I was in a mixed
class with year 12s, it broadened my
range with the school in terms of having
a wider circle of friends.�
�If you think that you want to do it, you

should just do it instead of sitting back
� you will get a lot out of it.�

VCE IN YEAR 10 HEAD
GETTING

START
A

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Year 10 1119 1095 1428 1810 1457 1525

NUMBER OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS ENROLLED IN AT LEAST ONE VCE UNIT

SOURCE: VCAA
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